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We read with great interest the case series by Zhu et al
[1]. We applaud their commitment to their patients in these
difficult times. However, we feel that some questions
remain unanswered. Did the authors check for the presence
of bacterial and/ or fungal co-infection in sputum, as has
been commonly seen in patients with COVID-19infection
[2]? Such co-infections may have contributed to the
respiratory symptoms, especially in case of the transplant
patients. Tian et al [3] recently reported on the presence of
superimposed bacterial bronchopneumonia in post-mor-
tem lung biopsy specimens from COVID-19 patient.

The authors should also report the criteria for starting
and stopping IVIG, since we noticed that patient number 7,
who had mild disease, received IVIG, but patients 3 and 8,
who had critical disease, did not receive IVIG. We noted that
patients 2 and 9 had several comorbidities and experienced
a severe clinical course. Yang et al [2] recently reported a
severe clinical course and higher mortality among non-
transplant patients with comorbidities such as cardiovas-
cular disease and diabetes mellitus, so how can the authors
be sure that the severe course of COVID-19 in their
transplant patients was entirely due to immunosuppres-
sion, especially as we have no data regarding comorbidities
in the control group for comparison? Diabetic nephropathy
is the second leading cause of end-stage renal disease in
China after primary glomerulonephritis [4], so it is
surprising to see that none of the patients in the current
series were diabetic. We would urge the authors to check
the diabetic status of their patients, as diabetes was noted
among 22% of the patients who died in one study, versus
10% among the survivors [2].

We feel that answers to the above-mentioned queries
will help us to better understand the clinical course of
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COVID-19 infection in renal transplant patients. This type of
study on a larger scale with the above-mentioned questions
answered might help us to better understand the contribu-
tion of comorbidities and immunosuppression individually
towards the severity of this disease.

We would like to conclude by thanking the authors for
sharing their knowledge and contributing towards the
collective scientific effort and knowledge.

Conflicts of interest: The authors have nothing to disclose.

References

[1] Zhu L, Gong N, Liu B, et al. Coronavirus disease 2019 pneumonia in
immunosuppressed renal transplant recipients: a summary of
10 confirmed cases in Wuhan. China Eur Urol 2020;77:748–54.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.eururo.2020.03.039.

[2] Yang X, Yu Y, Xu J, et al. Clinical course and outcomes of critically ill
patients with SARS-CoV-2 pneumonia in Wuhan, China: a single-
centered, retrospective, observational study. Lancet Respir Med
2020;8:475–81. http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S2213-2600(20)30079-5.

[3] Tian S, Xiong Y, Liu H, Niu L, Guo J, Liao M, et al. Pathological study of
the 2019 novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19) through postmor-
tem core biopsies. Modern Pathology 2020;33(6):1007–14, Jun 1.

[4] Xie Y, Chen X. Epidemiology, major outcomes, risk factors, preven-
tion and management of chronic kidney disease in China. Am J
Nephrol 2008;28:1–7. http://dx.doi.org/10.1159/000108755.

Amit Bansal*
Anant Kumar

Department of Urology, Robotics and Renal Transplant, Max Super Speciality

Hospital Saket, New Delhi, India

*Corresponding author. Department of Urology, Robotics and Renal
Transplant, Max Super Speciality Hospital Saket, 1–2 Press Enclave Marg,

Saket, New Delhi 110017, India. Tel. +91 9501969524.
E-mail address: dramitbansalurology@gmail.com (A. Bansal).
B.V. All rights reserved.

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.eururo.2020.03.039
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S2213-2600(20)30079-5
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0302-2838(20)30518-2/sbref1015
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0302-2838(20)30518-2/sbref1015
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0302-2838(20)30518-2/sbref1015
http://dx.doi.org/10.1159/000108755
mailto:dramitbansalurology@gmail.com
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.eururo.2020.06.058
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.eururo.2020.06.062
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.eururo.2020.06.058
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/j.eururo.2020.06.058&domain=pdf

	Re: Lan Zhu, Nianqiao Gong, Bin Liu, et al. Coronavirus Disease 2019 Pneumonia in Immunosuppressed Renal Transplant Recipi...
	References


