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ABSTRACT  

This paper suggests that some of the common policies and decrees made by many countries to 

curb the spread of the Coronavirus (a global pandemic) may also be adoptable to mitigate climate 

change or reduce greenhouse gas emissions and invariably contribute to the world’s ozone layer 

repair, considering that both issues are global in nature. However, the article pinpoints some 

adjustments that may have to be made to some of these rules for them to be transposable for 

climate change mitigation.  

Distinctively the paper encourages that although some of these changes imposed by the law may 

seem extraneous, however, they are vital sacrifices that must be made if the projected climate 

change effects shall not overcome the human race. According to Antonio Guterres (UN general 

Secretary): the challenge is a global one and the world must remain resilient in resolving it.   

INTRODUCTION 

The Coronavirus is a global pandemic which the world battles with presently.1 Although it 

appeared on the health scene late 2019, it however did not ascend to the international stage until 

2020.2 An initial comparison of the effects of Coronavirus and that of climate change may give a 

contrast between both phenomena, considering that the latter has caused quite a number of 

deaths, while the former’s probable ills have been largely projected for the longest. However, a 

closer look at some of the projected effects of climate change and additionally, considering some 

areas of the world, (which are majorly islands) who are already facing climate change 

consequences,3 it may be safe to compare these two phenomena with the intent of deciphering 

whether the policies and legal steps taken to curb the coronavirus are capable techniques for 

climate change mitigation. In his speech, the UN general secretary Antonio Guterres, addressed 

the issues surrounding the global pandemic, and identified climate change alongside the 

pandemic as one of the global challenges that the world must unite against  and build an ‘inclusive 

                                                             
1 Yongshi Yang, Fujun Peng, Runsheng Wang, ‘The Deadly Coronaviruses: The 2003 Sars Pandemic and the 2020 Novel 
Coronavirus Epidemic in China’ (2020) Journal of Autoimmunity 109. 
2 ibid 
3 For instance, the Island nation of Tuvalu as stated by the UN general secretary; Antonio Guterres, ‘Remarks at 2019 
Climate Action Summit’ (23 September 2019) < https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/speeches/2019-09-23/remarks-
2019-climate-action-summithttps://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/speeches/2019-09-23/remarks-2019-climate-action-
summit> (Accessed 30 April 2020). 
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and sustainable economy to solve. Therefore, this article would be viewing the virus as having a 

similar identity to climate change (a leading environmental issue in the world), simply for their 

generic nature and due to the fact that they bear probable outrageous consequences to the human 

race.4   

Overall, this article seeks to answer the question, can the general legal steps (mainly, the policies 

considered in this article relates with restricted movements) taken by most States to deal with 

the pandemic be suitable for mitigating global environmental issues like climate change and the 

repair of the ozone layer? 5However, in the instance that all evaluated legal techniques or policies 

employed by these States seem not to be transposable to mitigate climate change, the article 

would endeavour to identify what modifications could be made to these policies to make them 

relatable and which specific ones are feasible to this mission. This article would evaluate if there 

are valuable universal lesson(s) that the international community could take up from the steps 

utilised to curb this pandemic which may be viable on the climate change mitigation journey.  

The Travel Ban 

The imposition of the travel ban and the borders shutting down appears to be the first of the 

policy strategies many countries adopted as the Coronavirus began to spread.6  Bearing in mind 

that the pandemic is a communicable disease,7 China resolved to shut down its borders with the 

bid of reducing the amount of its citizens that travelled and overall limit the spread of the virus.8 

                                                             
4 David Cornerford, ‘Coronavirus should Give us Hope that we are Able to Tackle the Climate Crises’ (2020)  The 
Conversation  < https://dspace.stir.ac.uk/retrieve/5a2145bc-922c-479f-af5e-d27134cc7e68/Comerford-Conversation-
2020.pdf> Accessed April 15, 2020. 
5 Nigel J Mason, Shashik Pathak ‘Our Shrinking Ozone Layer: Global Perspective and Remedial Measures’ (2002) 
Resonance 71. 
6 International Energy Agency,’Oil Market Report April 2020’ (2020) < https://www.iea.org/reports/oil-market-report-
april-2020?utm_campaign=IEA%20newsletters&utm_source=SendGrid&utm_medium=Email> Accessed April 20, 2020. 
7 Dhrubo Jyotisen, Sudip Kumar Mandal, Arpital Biswas, ‘Corona is Culprit of Ridiculous offensive Nonsense Air’  World 
Journal of Pharmaceuical Research (Vol 9, 2020) 503 
<https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Sudip_Mandal3/publication/340436937_CORONA_IS_CULPRIT_OF_RIDICULOUS
_OFFENSIVE_NONSENSE_AIR/links/5e88b837299bf130797c6aca/CORONA-IS-CULPRIT-OF-RIDICULOUS-OFFENSIVE-
NONSENSE-AIR.pdf> Accessed April 20, 2020. 
8 Xinai li, Xumao Zhao, Yuehua Sun, ‘The lockdown of Hubei Province Causing Different Transmission Dynamics of Novel 
Coronavirus (2019-Cov) in Wuhan and Beijing (2020) 1 
<https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Xinhai_Li3/publication/339185695_The_lockdown_of_Hubei_Province_causing
_different_transmission_dynamics_of_the_novel_coronavirus_2019-
nCoV_in_Wuhan_and_Beijing/links/5e4f3ac7458515072dabfd33/The-lockdown-of-Hubei-Province-causing-different-
transmission-dynamics-of-the-novel-coronavirus-2019-nCoV-in-Wuhan-and-Beijing.pdf> Accessed April 20, 2020. 
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This action served as a precedent to many other nations such as the United States and the United 

Kingdom as the virus sipped through their borders, they began to make policies and decrees that 

imposed travel restrictions on their citizenry.9 The question may then come to mind, how does 

this affect environmental issues like climate change or aid in the repair of the world’s ozone 

layer?  

Well the answer lies in the various toxic emissions linked with the enormous travels that are 

usually made as people interchange all over the world.10 Also, such travel ban may be capable of 

reducing the carbon footprints that tourism generally contributes, as it has been identified that 

the tourism sector also significantly adds to the world’s greenhouse gas emissions.11 Whilst it 

might not be realistic for this kind of ban to continue extensively considering its probable 

economic effects,12 it may be feasible for necessary international bodies and States generally, to 

learn a thing or two from this. First, the fact that adequate steps have not been taken to 

consolidate travel means, in other to reduce carbon emissions and invariably mitigate climate 

change does not deny the abilities of States to take a step.13 However stalling in taking such step 

up front, may be related to the level of value or urgency attached to the climate change crises.14 

This line of thought stems from the necessity and the level of compulsion that appear to have 

occurred that propelled this regulated travels in the coronavirus affected countries.15 A 

compulsory move linked with the enormous death and ill health witnessed by many people in 

the affected regions. 16  

On the other hand the effects of climate change appears to have been inconspicuous and its 

probable effects have only been projected for years, with limited effects of our ‘carefree’ attitude 

                                                             
9 GOV.UK ‘Foreign Travel Advice USA’ (2 April, 2020) <https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/usa >Accessed 22 April 
2020 
10 Sgouris Sgouridis, Phlippe A Bonnefoy, R John Hansman ‘Air Transportation in a Carbon Constrained world Long Term 
Dynamics of Policies and Strategies’ ( 2011) 45 Transportation Research Part A:Policy and practice 1077. 
11 Manfred Lenzen, Ya-yen Sun, Futu Faturaj ‘The Carbon Footprint of Global Tourism’(2018) 8 Nature Climate Change 
522. 
12 Sgouridis (n 9). 
13 Ibid. 
14 Andrea Nilsson, Chris Von Borgslede, Anders Biel, ‘Willingness To  Accept Climate Change Strategies: The Effect of 
Vaules and Norms’ 24 Journal Environmental Psychology (2004) 267. 
15 Graziaro Onder, Giovanni silvio , ‘Fatality Rate and Characteristics of Patient Dying in relation to Covid19’ JAMA (2020) 
E 1. 
16 Ibid. 
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being visible. A recent statement by the secretary general of the UN on the pandemic, appears to 

support this argument as he referred solely to the pandemic (that is excluding climate change) 

as the greatest test that ‘we have faced together’.17 This may further buttress the argument that 

the apparent laid back behaviour displayed in making drastic laws to mitigate climate change is 

linked to the way its consequences are viewed, as they appear to be presently seen as 

inconsequential. 

For one, the argument against restrictions placed on the aviation sector in the past is that it would 

affect efficient mobility of passengers and timely delivery of cargos ultimately affecting the 

economy.18 However, considering the preceding arguments it appears that countries have not 

pushed for laws encouraging operational efficiency in the aviation sector to mitigate climate 

change due to an impression of imbalance of probability felt between confirmed economic effects 

and those of climate change. 19 Distinctively, the current steps taken to curb COVID-19 regardless 

of the probable economic effects appears to confirm the foregoing argument. 

Notwithstanding the above-mentioned, it may be vital to also consider the autonomy of States as 

a reason why such ‘drastic steps’ of consolidating travels or enforcing operational efficiency in 

the aviation sector in many countries have not been considered as climate change mitigation 

technique. It may be argued that taking such ‘drastic step’ by a country without the followership 

of other countries may be considered an altruistic act at the expense of your country’s personal 

gain; a step that may be detrimental to the political stance of such administration in the country. 

Thus, if the world truly wishes to use consolidation of travel a means to reduce carbon emission 

and wishes for it to be done at a fast rate, a level of collaboration ought to be reached in which all 

States are required to make such decrees or policies simultaneously.  This may be achievable via 

economic motivation for States so as to encourage them in assenting to make such laws at a more 

rapid pace. 

 

                                                             
17 Antonio Guterres, UN News  , ‘UN Launches COVID-19 Plan that Could ‘Defeat the Virus and Build a Better World’< 
https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/03/1060702> Accessed 30 April 2020. 
18 Sgouridis (n 9). 
19 Ibid. 
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The Lockdown/ Confinement:  

Similar to the foregoing, most States took further legal steps and requested their citizenry to 

remain within their homes.20 This has been helpful to countries like Italy specifically with its 

Venice canal, which has been said to be cleaner, with fish resurfacing after many years of 

disappearance.21 Laudable as this may be, absolute confinement step may not actually be 

sustainable for the necessary time needed for effective climate change mitigation. A step as this 

if taken for a long period may affect economies negatively.22 This seems evident from the rate at 

which many governments are seeking to quickly ease off their lockdown rules.23 However, 

considering the recent moves made in some regions in replacement of absolute confinement with 

curfews may be the closest policy step that could be taken to mitigate climate change.24  Notably, 

such curfews may have to be imposed all over the world for it to be effective. 

However, for the foregoing regulated movement to function optimally it may be necessary for it 

to be done in collaboration with a rapid transition to a more sustainable source of energy, such 

as renewable energy. This is because when people’s movement are restricted, the inverse 

response is that they start to stay at home more, which may encourage them to use more energy. 

This may not be an issues, however in the instance that most of that energy is being generated 

form non-sustainable sources like fossil fuel, due to the level of environmental pollution 

associated with this source of energy, such curfew technique may be self-sabotaging.  Taking 

China as an example, China’s lockdown or confinement of its citizenry may not contribute as 

much as it should to the carbon foot print cut down simply because coal serves as a major source 

                                                             
20Yuzhe Zhang, Bin Jiang, Jiamin Yuan ‘TheImpact ofSocial Distancing  and Epicanter Lockdown on the COVID-19 
Epidemic in Mainland China: A Data Driven SEIQR Model Study’ (2020) 
<https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.03.04.20031187v1.full.pdf> Accssesed 23 April 2020. 
21 John Brunton, ‘Nature I Taking Back Venice’:Widelife Returns to Tourist-Freecity’ The Guardian (Venice, 20, March 
2020) < https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/mar/20/nature-is-taking-back-venice-wildlife-returns-to-
tourist-free-city> Accessed April 22 2020. 
22 Zhang (n 15). 
23 Nauka Orjinma, BBC ‘Coronavirus Lockdown: Nigerians, Cautions as Restrictions Eased in Lagos and Abuja’ < 
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-52526923> Accessed May 18 2020. 
24 Ibid. 
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of electricity in China.25 Nigeria’s situation may also be similar as gas is the major source of its 

electricity presently. Although gas is said to be the most eco-friendly of the fossil fuels, it is still 

not absolutely environmentally friendly.26 

Notably, absolute confinement and curfews have been argued against as a human right violation 

considering that our right of movement is being restricted.27 However, considering the projected 

mishaps that may stem out of climate change and the reality that only a change in our current 

way of living can help save our world, it may be a necessary sacrifice for all to make.28 Therefore, 

such sacrifices should be seen as each individual’s patriotic contribution to the sustainable 

development of the world, rather than a violation of his or her human rights. That is, rather than 

see this a violation of human right it should be seen as a sacrifice made for public safety as this is 

a usual exemption to the constitutional human right imposed by most constitutions.  

An example of this is Lagos State Infectious Disease Regulation 2020 which allows for the 

governor of Nigeria’s economic hub, Lagos to confine its citizens. 29  On a first look at such 

provision, it may be argued to have contravened the human rights provisions of the country’s 

constitution. However, on a closer look at section 45 of Nigeria’s 1999 constitution which 

provides that no right would accrue to anyone if such right is against public safety and 

considering the current effects of coronavirus and the possible effects of climate change, it may 

become clearer why such actions should be viewed more as a necessity for public preservation 

and not infringement of human rights.30 The foregoing may therefore serve as a good example of 

how imposed curfews should not be raised as infringement of human rights but as a restriction 

necessary to ensure public safety.   

 

 

                                                             
25 Richard Ottinger, Chen Yitong, Long Xue, ‘Case Studies of Renewable Energy in China’ in Richard Ottinger (eds) 
Renewable Energy Law and Development; Case Study Analysis (Edward Elgar publishing Ltd 2013) 2. 
26 Anslem Ajuguo, ‘Negative Effects of Gas Flaring; the Nigerian Experience’ (2013) 1 JEPHH 

<http://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/download?doi=10.1.1.969.5521&rep=rep1&type=pdf> Accessed 27 June 2019.   
27 John F. Cockwell, ‘Solitary Confinement: the Law Today and the Way Forward’ (2013) 37 Law and Psychol 211. 
28 Nilsson (n 13). 
29 Section 7 of the Infectious Disease (Emergency Prevention) Regulation 2020 
30 Section 45(1)(a) of the 1999 Consitution of the 1999 of Nigeria as amended 
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Social Distancing:  

This is another legal policy that most States imposed on their citizens to curb the Coronavirus.31 

Here citizens of variously affected regions were only allowed to attend events with a limited cap 

of persons and they also had to ensure that a reasonable amount of distance was between 

themselves and the other person. For instance, Nigeria for one kick-started its social distancing 

policy by mandating that only 20 persons be allowed within an area per-time. 32  While it is 

possible to wonder how this may affect the fight against climate change, it might be vital to look 

at the situation from the point of view of fragmentation of a countries citizenry, which could in 

the end equate to more greenhouse gas emission.  

This is similar to the preceding argument as research has shown that the surge for energy drops 

most times in the morning during week days which may be linked with the fact that people are 

in clusters and that more people are together at work or schools or communal gathering, whilst 

there is usually a surge in energy demands in the evenings or holidays when people are separated 

into their different homes.33 Considering that most countries still use fossil fuel to generate their 

electricity, social distancing may not exactly be the best policy step to mitigate climate change. 

Rapid Prosecution of Breach:  

It seems that in the bid to curb the coronavirus, countries have ensured that rules put in place to 

curb the spread of the virus are adequately and promptly punished when breached. This is in the 

bid to ensure that maximum consequence is visible to all and it might serve as deterrent to any 

individual who wishes to break any of the rules put in place to curb COVID-19 without reasonable 

                                                             
31 PAN American Health Organisation and World Health Organisation, ‘Time is of the Essence –Countries of America’s 
Must Act Now to Slow the Spread of Covid-19’ (March 31, 2020) 
<https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15762:time-is-of-the-essence-countries-
of-the-americas-must-act-now-to-slow-the-spread-of-covid-19&Itemid=1926&lang=en> Accessed 24 April 2020. 
32 Wale Odunsi, ‘Coronavirus: Lagos Reduces Number of Persons Allowed Gathering to 20’ (21 March 2020) 
<https://dailypost.ng/2020/03/21/coronavirus-lagos-reduces-number-of-persons-allowed-at-gatherings-to-20/> 
Accessed 27 April 2020.  
33 Miguel O. Roman, Elegnor C Stokes, ‘Holidays in Light: Tracking Cultural Patterns in Demand for Energy Service’ Earth’s 
Future [2015] 182.  
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justification. For instance, Nigeria although known for prolonged judicial process34 was able to 

convict individuals during the lockdown within 24 hours of the breach of the rules.35  

Also China appears to have put adequate and apt investigation and reprehension techniques to 

punish individuals who breach the COVID-19 spread prevention rules.36 The foregoing stimulates 

the question of whether or not States have generally ensured that laws made to encourage 

climate change mitigation are being followed religiously and that the breach of those laws are 

adequately punished. The answer to the question would be in the negative. In Nigeria for instance 

most of the provisions put in place to mitigate climate change like the prevention of gas flaring 

are most times not effectively punished and hence not serve as an effective deterrent to 

companies or individuals.37 This behaviour appears to be the case in most countries of the world: 

States appear to be laggard in imposing appropriate sanctions to enforce climate change 

mitigation techniques. Considering the impact that effective prosecution and other deterrent 

techniques that countries have adopted during this pandemic, it may be safe to say that such legal 

technique should be transposed as a climate change mitigation technique.   

Conclusion 

Running through the foregoing steps adopted by countries worldwide to curb the spread of this 

pandemic and the commendable results they seem to be having, it may be safe to say that the 

world is competent to take up arms against any instability it may face including climate change 

effects, if similar steps are adopted as aforementioned. However considering that many of these 

steps were taken expediently and with a high level of international understanding or 

cooperation, it may be argued that even if the world transposes some of these steps adaptable to 

climate change mitigation accordingly, they may not bring forth expected deliverables if climate 

change is not accorded a similar level of urgency and commitment as the fight against COVID-19.  

In actual fact our current situation and results tells the story of a probable in-formidable world. 

                                                             
34 Okechukwu Oko, Seeking Justice in Transitive Societies: an Analysis of the Problems and Failures of the Judicary in 
Nigeria 31 Brooklyn Journal of International law (2005) 9. 
35 BBC ‘Coronavirus: Nigerian Actress Funke Akindele Fined Our Lagos Party lock down’ (April 2020) 
<https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-52174832> Acessed 27 2020                                                                                        
36 Global Times ‘China Vows Legal Punishment on Violators of Border Regardless of Nationality’ (24 March 2020) 
<https://www.globaltimes.cn/content/1183589.shtml> Acessed 27 April 2020. 
37 Ajuguo (n 19). 
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However, this can only be our story in the case of our fight against climate change, if all hands are 

indeed on deck to do all that is possible to save mother earth rather than passing on the 

responsibility of saving our world to the other party or country. 

A probable mishap that could happen is visible in the current situation of the United States when 

a State is aware of capable laws that could forestall such mishap but refuses to employ such tools. 

Notably, the government of the United States is currently under probation by its people due to a 

perceived lack of proactivity in implementing adequate laws that could have adverted or reduced 

the death toll by this pandemic.  
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