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A meeting to discuss the next stage in progressing pharmacy
degree apprenticeships has been cancelled because of the
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.
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Development of a pharmacy degree apprenticeship has been put on hold by the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic, Skills for Health, the body responsible for building healthcare
workforce capacity, has said.

A spokesperson for Skills for Health told The Pharmaceutical Journal that a meeting
scheduled for 1 July 2020, to discuss the next stage in progressing pharmacy degree
apprenticeships, had been cancelled owing to the COVID-19 pandemic.

The pharmacy apprenticeships project team continue to meet every month to review the
situation, the spokesperson added.

Proposals for a pharmacy degree apprenticeship were originally published on 4 April
2019 by the Institute for Apprenticeships and Technical Education. Following concerns
raised by the sector during the ten-day consultation period, and also at a stakeholder
event in July 2019, the trailblazer group of pharmacy employers behind the proposals,
which includes multiples Boots, LloydsPharmacy, Rowlands and Well, decided to pause
the development process and expand the group to represent a wider range of pharmacy
sectors.

In October 2019, the employer group agreed to develop a second proposal taking into
account concerns previously raised. However, in December 2019, the plans were put on
hold again to allow what it described as “misconceptions” to be addressed.
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